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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1955. 


Eastngton, 

Co.  Durham. 


1956. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year  1955. 

Much  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  the  activities 
of  the  department  are  described  in  the  various  sections  of  the 
report. 

The  section  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
department  has  been  compiled  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  contributions  from  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  the 
Cleansing  Superintendent  are  also  included. 

The  main  points  of  interest  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report 
are  summarised  in  this  introductory  letter  with  brief  comment 
where  necessary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

This  heading  includes  the  figures  or  rates  which  allow  a com- 
parison to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  in  different  years  and  the  health  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
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They  include  the  birth  rate,  the  general  death  rate,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  and  the  maternal  mortality  rate. 

Birth  Rate 

The  rate  for  this  district,  17*9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  is 
the  same  as  that  for  the  year  1954.  The  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  however,  shows  a slight  decrease  from  15-2  in  1954 
to  15-0. 


General  Death  Rate 

The  general  death  rate  of  8-5  per  1,000  of  the  population  is 
easily  a district  record  and  shows  a decrease  of  1 • 5 on  that  for 
1954  which  was  10-05.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  nearest 
approach  to  this  remarkably  low  rate  is  the  figure  of  9-9  per 
1,000  for  the  years  1948  and  1952.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  increased  slightly  from  11-3  in  1954  to  11-7. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  who  die  out  of  every  1,000  live  births,  and  is  a 
factor  of  considerable  importance  in  assessing  the  general  health 
of  the  district. 

The  rate  for  this  area  of  33-6  per  1,000  live  births,  although 
unfavourable  compared  with  the  1954  record  rate  of  25-7,  is, 
with  this  exception,  lower  than  any  previous  district  infantile 
mortality  rate. 

Of  the  total  of  50  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  40  (80%) 
occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  giving  a neonatal  mortality 
rate  of  24-8  per  1,000  live  births.  In  19  of  these  prematurity  was 
given  as  the  primary  cause  of  death  and  in  seven  as  contributory. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  under  review  is  17-3. 

Maternal  Mortality 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
in  the  district. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

A scrutiny  of  the  table  giving  the  individual  causes  of  death 
shows  that  heart  disease  retains  its  position  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  with  cancer  again  second,  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the 
brain  third  and  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  fourth.  Altogether 
these  four  causes  were  responsible  for  71  % of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  district  during  1955. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statistics  for  this  disease  are  set  out  and  summarised  in  the 
relevant  section  of  the  report.  New  cases  of  both  forms  of  the 
disease  showed  a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year.  Deaths 
during  1955  were  pulmonary  11  and  non-pulmonary  one  compared 
with  12  pulmonary  only  for  1954.  Mortality  rates  for  the  district 
a^e  pulmonary  0*  132  and  non-pulmonary  0-012  as  compared  with 
the  national  rates  of  0-131  and  0*015. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  thirteen-year-old  children  in  the  district. 
Details  of  the  operation  of  this  scheme  and  the  number  of  children 
involved  rightly  belong  to  the  report  for  1956. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited 
Shotton  Colliery  and  Easington  from  14th  to  25th  February. 
There  was  a highly  satisfactory  response  from  the  general  public 
in  the  neighbourhood,  1,812  persons  attending  for  X-ray.  The 
unit  also  visited  Murton  from  5th  to  19th  September  and  1,146 
people  were  X-rayed. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  notifications  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  Table  7,  which 
also  gives  the  final  figures  after  correction. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough  varied 
little  from  the  previous  year  and  there  were,  fortunately,  only  two 
confirmed  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 

Measles  made  its  expected  biennial  attack  during  the  year, 
and  following  the  comparatively  low  incidence  of  226  cases  in 
1954  the  disease  assumed  epidemic  proportions  in  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year.  Of  the  1,167  cases  notified  in  1955,  979 
occurred  between  January  and  June.  The  disease  was  responsible 
for  one  death. 

There  were  again,  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  two 
confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  area.  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  four  cases  of  the  past  two  years  belonged  to  the  same 
parish,  steps  were  taken  towards  the  end  of  1955  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  Details  of  the  work  undertaken  are  given 
in  the  commentary  on  diphtheria  immunisation. 

An  epidemic  of  Sonne  dysentery  which  reached  its  peak  in 
April  was  responsible  for  much  additional  departmental  activit}^ 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  Most  of  the  villages  in  the 
district  were  affected,  and  it  is  certain  that  but  for  the  timely 
liaison  between  medical  practitioners,  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
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atory,  and  this  department  the  spread  would  have  been  greater 
and  the  effects  on  the  district’s  population  much  more  serious. 
Altogether  959  faecal  specimens  from  the  487  notified  cases,  their 
families  and  contacts,  were  submitted  to  the  public  health 
laboratory  for  examination. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Primary  immunisations  for  the  year  showed  little  change,  the 
figure  for  this  district  being  719  as  compared  with  718  for  1954. 
Children  receiving  a reinforcing  injection  numbered  822  as 
compared  with  448  in  the  previous  year. 

As  mentioned  in  my  comments  under  the  infectious  diseases 
heading,  four  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  past  two  years.  As  these  all  belonged  to  the 
parish  of  Murton  it  was  considered  necessary  to  seek  the  agreement 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  a small  scheme  for  the  immunis- 
ation of  school  children  in  that  area.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
medical  practitioners  at  Murton,  immunisation  of  approximately 
800  children  commenced  in  late  November.  Some  540  reinforcing 
injections  were  given  by  the  end  of  the  year  together  with  over 
250  first  injections  for  children  requiring  primary  immunisation. 
It  should  be  noted,  therefore,  that  the  figures  given  in  Table  8 
in  respect  of  diphtheria  immunisation  for  the  fourth  quarter 
include  only  the  reinforcing  injections  of  the  Murton  scheme. 
Primary  immunisation  was  not  completed  until  January  of  the 
following  year  and  will  accordingly  be  shown  as  1956  March 
quarter  immunisations. 


WATER 

Routine  sampling  of  piped  water  supply  has  been  continued 
during  the  year  at  various  points  throughout  the  district.  Only 
one  of  the  55  samples  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  prompt  action  was  taken  by 
the  water  undertaking  concerned  to  remedy  the  matter.  Further 
details  regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  district  will  be  found 
in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  and  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
sections  of  the  report. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  testing  of  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine  and  other 
human  specimens  is  undertaken  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland.  Routine  weekly  samples  of  ice- 
cream, water  and  milk  have  been  submitted  for  examination 
throughout  the  year. 
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Thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  P.  B.  Crone,  the  laboratory  Medical 
Director,  and  his  staff  for  their  efficient  and  courteous  co-operation 
during  the  epidemic  of  Sonne  dysentery  when,  as  stated  elsewhere 
in  this  report,  nearly  one  thousand  specimens  were  sent  for 
examination  and  report. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  environmental 
services  has  been  contributed  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  with  it  is  included  a section  dealing  with  housing,  water 
supply  and  sewerage  contributed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
and  one  covering  public  cleansing  by  the  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
These  three  sections  contain  much  of  interest  and,  since  the 
contents  do  not  allow  of  easy  summary,  they  should  be  read  as  a 
whole. 

HOUSING 

Building  progressed  throughout  the  year  for  the  187  families 
to  be  displaced  from  177  houses  of  the  Murton  No.  148  Clearance 
Order,  and  preparations  were  made  for  the  representation  of  the 
Council’s  second  phase  of  clearance  in  this  “Cornwall”  district  of 
Murton. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Several  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  have  been 
investigated  during  the  year  and  in  one  instance  hostel  accom- 
modation was  provided.  In  another  case  in  November  of  this 
year  the  Council  were  obliged  to  make  application  to  the  magis- 
trates court,  under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  for  an  Order  for  removal 
of  an  aged  person  who  refused  to  leave  the  gross  insanitary 
conditions  in  which  he  was  living.  On  receipt  of  the  Justices  Order 
the  man  was  removed  to  a local  health  authority  hostel. 

AREA  ADMINISTRATION 

It  is  regrettable  that,  unlike  the  majority  of  County  Councils 
in  the  country,  Durham  County  Council  have  as  yet  made  no 
effort  to  delegate  any  of  the  Part  III  services  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Whilst  central  control  was  undoubtedly  necessary  until  all  the 
areas  in  the  county  were  established  with  full-time  Medical 
Officers,  the  County  Council  could  now  with  advantage  to  them- 
selves and  the  district  councils  hand  over  much  of  the  administ- 
ration of  the  personal  health  services.  Indeed,  by  so  doing  they 
would  respond  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
Circulars  27/51  dated  30th  June,  1951  and  28/54  of  15th  December 
1954. 
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Such  delegation  could  provide  greater  scope  for  area  health 
sub-committees,  who.se  members  would  be  in  a better  position  to 
advise  on  the  local  health  needs  of  their  particular  district. 
Local  administration  of  these  services,  and  none  more  particularly 
than  vaccination  and  immunisation,  health  visiting  and  domestic 
help,  would  also  receive  more  active  liaison  between  district 
health  departments  and  general  practitioners. 

STAFF 

Mr.  J.  H.  Pritchard,  who  lias  served  in  this  department  as  an 
unqualified  sanitary  inspector  for  almost  thirteen  years,  retired 
at  the  end  of  September.  The  Council  appointed  Mr.  J.  Harper  to 
fill  the  vacancy  and  he  commenced  duty  on  the  28th  November 

In  October  Mr.  Malcolm  Kay,  pupil  sanitary  inspector,  resigned 
his  position.  During  the  same  month  the  Council  agreed  to  the 
request  of  Mr.  P.  Robinson,  clerical  assistant  in  the  department, 
to  transfer  as  pupil  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  office.  The  clerical 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  E.  Smalley. 

CONCLUSION 

From  a perusal  of  the  foregoing  paragraphs  and  the  figures 
contained  therein  it  will  be  seen  that  the  general  health  of  the 
district  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  in  1955. 

The  birth  rate  equalled  that  for  1954,  17-9  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  general  death  rate,  reduced  from  10*0  per  1,000  of  the 
population  in  1954  to  8-5,  must  rank  among  the  lowest  of  the 
local  authority  rates  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  comparison  with  the  1954  record  infantile  mortality  rate  of 
25-7  per  1,000  live  births  the  figure  of  33-6  gives  no  cause  for 
satisfaction,  but  a glance  at  Table  10  will  show  that  the  1954  rate 
is  abnormally  low  for  this  district  and  that,  assessed  against  the 
figures  for  the  past  few  years,  the  current  rate  is  not  unfavourable. 

In  conclusion  I wish  again  to  thank  all  members  and  officials 
of  the  Council  for  their  support,  and  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
the  inspectorial  and  clerical  staff’s  of  the  Health  Department, 
particularly  Mr.  Warrand  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Mr. 
Branthwaite  the  Chief  Clerk,  for  their  valuable  assistance  and 
willing  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I. 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . 34,653 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

year,  1955  . . . . . . . . . . 83,050 

Number  of  Hereditaments  on  31st  December,  1955 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  ..  ..  ..  26,941 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1955)  . . . . £353,493 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1954-55)  . . £1,279 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  : — Live  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

763 

702 

1465 

Illegitimate 

11 

13 

24 

774 

715 

1489 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

17-93 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

19 

19 

38 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

20 

19 

39 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

• • • • • • 

25  • 52 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

• 

Legitimate 

30 

20 

50 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

30 

20 

50 

12 


Infantile  Mortality  Rates 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births, 
33-58. 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births,  27  • 99. 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births,  Nil. 


Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

24 

13 

37 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

24 

13 

37 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . . . . 24-85 

Deaths  ..  ...  399  311  710 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 


population  . . . . . . . . . . 8-55 

Maternal  Deaths 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

from  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

from  Other  Causes  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  • . . . . . Nil. 


TABLE  1.  DEATHS— CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH 
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TABLE  2. 


Cancer 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  in  age- 
groups,  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease. 


Ages  in  Years 

1 

25 

45 

65 

to 

to 

to 

to 

75 

Totals 

24 

44 

64 

74 

up 

Stomach 

11 

11 

7 

29 

Lung  & Bronchus 

1 

1 

11 

1 

— 

14 

Breast 

— 

1 

12 

— 

— 

13 

Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Causes 

2 

4 

23 

25 

14 

68 

3 

6 

57 

39 

22 

127 

TABLE  3. 

Table  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  Past  10  Years 


Year 

General 
Death  Rate 

Infantile 
Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1946 

10.1 

53.1 

21.9 

1947 

10.8 

63.1 

22.0 

1948 

9.9 

43.5 

21.1 

1949 

10.3 

48.3 

19.6 

1950 

10.4 

49.2 

18.3 

1951 

11.6 

39.5 

18.0 

1952 

9.9 

42.8 

17.5 

1953 

10.2 

39.8 

18.1 

1954 

10.0 

25.7 

17.9 

1955 

8.5 

33.6 

17.9 

General  Infantile 

1955  Death  Rate  Death  Rate  Birth  Rate 

England  & Wales  11.7  24.9  15.0 

Easington  Rural  District  8-5  33.6  17.9 
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TABLE  4. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
(10  years) 


Year 

Births 

% 

Easington  R.  D. 

Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Inf.  Mortality  Rate 

1946 

1751 

53.1 

43 

1947 

1759 

63.1 

41 

1948 

1722 

43.5 

34 

1949 

1616 

48.3 

32 

1950 

1504 

49.2 

29.8 

1951 

1468 

39.5 

29-6 

1952 

1423 

42.9 

27-6 

1953 

1484 

39.8 

26.8 

1954 

1481 

25.7 

25-5 

1955 

1489 

33.6 

24.9 

TABLE  5. 

Death  Rates  (10  years) 


Year 

Deaths 

Easington  R.  D. 
Death  Rate 

England  & Wales 
Death  Rate 

1946 

808 

10.1 

11.5 

1947 

862 

10.8 

12.0 

1948 

809 

9.9 

10.8 

1949 

850 

10.3 

11.7 

1950 

857 

10.4 

11.6 

1951 

945 

11.6 

12.5 

1952 

811 

9.9 

11.3 

1953 

834 

10.2 

11.4 

1954 

829 

10.0 

11.3 

1955 

710 

8.5 

11.7 

TABLE  6. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  of  Natural  Increase 
per  1,000  population. 

1946 

1751 

808 

11.8 

1947 

1759 

862 

11.2 

1948 

1722 

809 

11.2 

1949 

1616 

850 

9.3 

1950 

1504 

857 

7.9 

1951 

1468 

945 

6.4 

1952 

1423 

811 

7.5 

1953 

1484 

834 

7.5 

1954 

1481 

829 

7.9 

1955 

1489 

710 

9.4 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1955 


Population  . . . . . . . . . . . . 83,050 

Area  (acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,653 

Estimated  number  of  Hereditaments  . . . . . . 26,941 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1955)  . . . . . . £353,493 

Sum  produced  by  penny  rate  (1954-55)  . . . . £1,279 

Births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,489 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  17-93 
Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 710 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  8 • 55 
Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . 33-58 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause 

Number 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

213 

30-00 

Cancer 

127 

17-99 

Diseases  of  the  veins  and  arteries 
of  the  brain 

108 

15-21 

Bronchitis  and  pneumonia 

56 

7-88 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

12 

1.69 

Tuberculosis  ( pulmonary) 

11 

1-55 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Cases 

Number 

Death  rate  per 

Diseases 

notified 

of  deaths 

1 ,000  population 

Measles 

..  1167 

1 

0-01 

Dysentery  . . 

. . 487 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

. . 190 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

(all  forms)  new  cases  60 

12 

0-14 

Scarlet  Fever 

42 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

6 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  4 

— 

— 

Poliomyolitis 

3 

— 

— 

Influenza,  which  is  not  notifiable,  caused  1 death. 


SECTION  II. 


TABLE  7 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1955 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Numbers  Originally  Notified 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total  (All  Ages) 

20 

22 

88 

102 

2 

1 

— 

573 

594 

4 

2 

Final  Numbers  after  Correction 

Under  1 year 

1 

— 

12 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

25 

— 

— 

1 — 2 years 

2 

2 

33 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

158 

169 

— 

— 

3 — 4 years 

5 

4 

27 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

186 

186 

— 

— 

5 — 9 years 

12 

10 

16 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

202 

212 

1 

1 

10  — 14  years 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

15  — 24  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

— 

— 

— ® 

' — 

25  and  over 

; i 

— 

— 

1 / , 

— 

— 

Total  (All  Ages) 

20 

22 

88 

102 

1 

— 

1 

— 

573 

593 

1 

1 

Acute 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

Puerperal 

Pneumonia 

Dysein 

fTERY 

Smal 

LPOX 

Infect 

ive 

Post-Infectious 

Fe\ 

TER 

Fe\ 

ER 

Pyrexia 

Numbers  Originally  Notified 
Total  (All  Ages) 

M 

24 

F 

14 

M 

253 

F 

234 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

F 

29 

Final  Numbers  after  Correction 
Under  5 years 

3 

2 

61 

65 

5 — 14  years 

3 

— 

88 

78 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

15  — 44  years 

8 

3 

22 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  — 64  years 

4 

4 

5 

7 

— 

H 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

6 

4 

— 

5 

— 

r'  !j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“jiB 

— 

Total  (All  Ages) 

24 

13 

176 

181 

— 

— 

— 

■— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

29 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Food  Poisoning 

Ophthalmia 

Infection 

Neonatorum 

Respiratory 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

Ot 

ner 

Numbers  Originally  Notified 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total  (All  Ages)  . . 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

— 

30 

23 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Final  Numbers  after  Correction 

Under  5 years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15  — 44  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

16 

— 

2 

3 

— 

45  — 64  years 

3 

1 





1 



— 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  and  Over 

— 

s 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  (All  Ages) 

3 

2 

1 

- 

9 

1 

1 

— 

28 

22 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  main  points  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  can  be 
briefly  summarised  as  follows  : — 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  notifications  varied  by  only  a 
single  case  from  that  for  the  previous  year.  There  were  42  notified 
cases  of  this  disease  in  1955  as  compared  with  43  in  1954.  Nearly 
half  of  these  occurred  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria  notifications  numbered  six  as  contrasted  with  eight 
in  1954.  Two  of  the  notifications  were  subsequently  confirmed. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  showed  a substantial  increase, 
1,167  being  notified  as  against  226  in  1954  and  864  in  1953. 
The  disease  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  when  979  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  cough  notifications  numbered  190  as  against  208  in 
1954. 

Cases  of  erysipelas  numbered  five  compared  with  four  last  year. 

There  were  four  notifications  of  meningococcal  infection  during 
the  year,  only  one  of  which  was  confirmed. 

Three  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  were  reported.  Of 
these,  one  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  paralytic  form  of  the 
disease,  one  was  non-paralytic,  and  in  one  case  the  diagnosis  was 
not  confirmed.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  as  com- 
pared with  37  in  1954. 

Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbered  50,  an 
increase  of  two  on  the  figure  for  1954. 

Many  parishes  in  the  district  suffered  from  an  epidemic  of 
Sonne  dysentery  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  487 
cases  were  notified,  of  which  357  were  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
report. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  paratyphoid  fever,  but  one  case 
notified  as  dysentery  and  admitted  to  hospital  as  such  was  finally 
diagnosed  as  paratyphoid  fever. 

Of  the  eight  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  seven  were  con- 
firmed, and  faecal  specimens  from  three  patients  notified  as 
suffering  from  Sonne  dysentery  were  found  on  examination  to 
contain  Salmonella  (thompson)  organisms. 

In  compliance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Revised  Memo 
188/Med.  a return  in  the  form  suggested  in  Appendix  D (i)  was 
made  in  respect  of  these  10  confirmed  cases  as  follows  : — 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 
NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 

1 . Local  Authority  — Easington  Rural  District  Council  : 

Year  1955. 

2.  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  returned  to 

R.G. 

1st  Qtr.  2nd  Qtr.  3rd  Qtr.  4th  Qtr.  Total 
1315  10 

3.  Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents 

Total  Outbreaks  — 0 ; Total  Cases  — 0 ; 

4.  Outbreaks  of  LTndiscovered  Cause 

Total  Outbreaks  — 0 ; Total  Cases  — 0 ; 

5.  Single  Cases 

Agent  Identified — 9 ; Unknown  Cause — 1 ; Total — 10  cases. 
(6  cases  Salm.  thompson  ; 3 cases  Salm.  typhi-murium.) 


SECTION  III. 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1955 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCUL08I8  STATISTICS  FOR  RECENT  YEARS. 
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TABLE  12. 


Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25  years,  during  the  past  10  years. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Pulmon- 
ary Deaths 

1946 

3 

3 

6 

25% 

1947 

5 

11 

16 

48% 

1948 

3 

4 

7 

24% 

1949 

2 

5 

7 

22% 

1950 

1 

1 

2 

9% 

1951 

1 

2 

3 

15% 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

1953 

— 

1 

1 

7% 

1954 

— 

1 

1 

8% 

1955 

— 

1 

1 

9% 

TABLE  13. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  during  the  past  five  years — the  figures  in 
parentheses  indicating  deaths  occurring  in  previously  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1951 

13 

(5) 

7 

(7) 

20 

(12) 

1 (-) 

3 

(2) 

4 (2) 

1952 

8 

(5) 

2 

(1) 

10 

( 6) 

— 

1 

(-) 

1 (-) 

1953 

8 

(5) 

5 

(2) 

13 

( 7) 

2 (2) 

— 

2 (2) 

1954 

5 

(4) 

7 

(7) 

12 

(11) 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

9 

(8) 

2 

(2) 

11 

(10) 

— 

1 

(1) 

1 (1) 

Totals 

43 

(27) 

23 

(19) 

66 

(46) 

3 (2) 

5 

(3) 

8 (5) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  main  points  of  interest  in  the  foregoing  tables  are  sum- 
marised as  follows  : — 

Fifty  new  cases  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year  comprising  28  males  and  22  females. 
This  was  an  increase  of  two  upon  the  figure  for  1954  which  was 
48,  made  up  of  29  males  and  19  females. 

New  notifications  of  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease 
numbered  10,  an  increase  of  one  upon  the  figure  for  1954. 

Deaths  from  the  pulmonary  form  showed  a decrease  from  12 
in  1954  to  11,  and  there  was  one  non-pulmonary  death  against 
none  in  1954. 

The  mortality  rate  for  the  district  for  the  respiratory  form  of  the 
disease  in  1955  was  0T32  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which 
compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of  0T31  per  1,000  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  non-pulmonary  mortality 
rate  for  the  district  was  0-012  as  against  the  national  rate  of  0-015 . 
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SECTION  V 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  Inspectors  of  this  department  during  the  year  1955. 

The  various  tables  and  statistics  show  continued  activity  in  all 
the  Public  Health  Services.  Progress  was  made  toward  the 
displacement  of  the  187  families  affected  by  the  Murton  148 
Clearance  Order  and  housing  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
respect  of  the  Council’s  second  phase  of  slum  clearance  operations 
in  this  “Cornwall”  district  of  Murton. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  during  the  year  to  meat  inspection 
in  private  slaughterhouses  of  which  there  are  19  in  this  district. 
Almost  18,000  animals  were  slaughtered  and  nearly  4,000  stones 
of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  supervision  of  food  premises  has  continued  during  the  year 
with  satisfactory  results  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

I am  once  again  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  my  colleagues 
in  the  Health  Department  and  for  the  ready  co-operation  received 
from  the  chief  officers. 


I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  E.  V.  WARRAND, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water  Supply 

Water  undertakings  supplying  the  District  are  : — 

Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company, 

Durham  County  Water  Board. 

Wingate  and  District  Water  Company. 

The  National  Coal  Board. 

Easington  Rural  District  Council. 

Of  the  55  samples  of  mains  water  taken  from  public  stand  pipes 
or  consumers’  premises  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland  all  were 
satisfactory  with  one  exception.  This  was  remedied  by  the  water 
undertaking  concerned,  who  renewed  the  pipeline. 


A typical  analysis  of  a mains  supply  is  as  follows  : — 


Chemical  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids 

420 

Chloride 

30 

Chloride  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride 

50 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate 

2-4 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrite 

nil. 

Free  Ammonia 

nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0-01 

Total  Hardness 

380 

Temporary  Hardness 

280 

iron 

nil. 

pH  Value 

7 • 4 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  37°C. 


Coliform  organisms  absent  from  1,  10  and  100  ml. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to 
houses  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes,  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Number 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of 

Houses 

Houses 

Area 

houses 

with 

with 

LOCALITY 

Estimated 

in 

and  other 

mains 

mains 

population 

acres 

premises 

supply 

supply 

with 

direct 

from 

dwelling 

ac’m’dat’n 

to 

stand 

houses 

pipes 

Burdon 

Seaton  with 

83 

1286 

23 

Slingley 

436 

1392 

148 

185 

— 

Warden  Law 

52 

500 

14 

Castle  Eden 

364 

1542 

132 

132 

— 

Cold  Hesledon 

1105 

1150 

312 

Dalton-le-Dale  . . 

615 

691 

215 

480 

47 

Easington  with 
Thorpe 

10381 

3716 

3050 

3050 

— 

Haswell 

South  Hetton 

2624 

3238 

3767 

1855 

1733 

8 

114 

Hutton  Henry  . . 

534 

2016 

842 

827 

14 

Station  Town 

2338 

1 

Hawthorn 

312 

1413 

126 

126 

— 

Blackball 

6667 

2654 

2499 

2457 

42 

Hesledens 

1401 

Murton  East 

9104 

1406 

2815 

2258 

557 

Sheraton  with 

Hulam.  . 

126 

2346 

42 

Nesbitt  . . 

8 

333 

3 

45 

— 

Shotton  . . 

6503 

2270 

1858 

1847 

11 

Horden 

21107 

2453 

6188 

6188 

— 

Thomley 

4322 

1148 

1393 

1381 

12 

Wingate  . . 

4005 

Wheatley  Hill  . . 

5851 

4570 

3603 

3597 

6 

Trimdon 

1874 

TOTALS  . . 

83050 

34653 

25118 

24306 

812 
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The  following  table  shows  the  principal  nuisances  and  defects 
dealt  with  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  : — 


No.  of 
inspections 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts 

4311 

167 

21 

110 

Overcrowding 

43 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Insufficient 

Defective 

45 

17 

— 

13 

Drainage 

177 

62 

— 

60 

Water  Supply  . . 

56 

21 

— 

22 

Food  Premises  . . 

4029 

39 

1 

22 

Shops  Act 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

69 

2 

1 

1 

Slaughterhouses  : 

Public 

Private 

3159 

2 

— 

9 

jimJ 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.  . . j 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

2 

— 

9 

jLJ 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

98 

3 

1 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals 

19 

6 

1 

4 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

59 

22 

18 

Offensive  accumulations 

82 

24 

— 

26 

Smoke  Nuisances 

23 

3 

— 

2 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

1053 

30 

— 

30 

Totals 

13239 

400 

25 

313 
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Smoke  Abatement  and  Colliery  Spoilbanks 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Area  Inspector  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  at 
all  collieries  disposing  of  waste  on  the  surface,  and  where  found 
necessary  advice  has  been  given  to  the  National  Coal  Board  with  a 
view  to  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances  found.  There  is  yet  no 
apparent  improvement  at  Thornley  Colliery  spoil  bank,  but 
improvements  can  be  observed  at  spoilbanks  where  bulldozing  is 
carried  out. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

The  three  sites  used  in  the  Crimdon  area  are  subject  to  regular 
visits,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 

Verminous  Premises 

Three  Council  Houses  and  four  private  houses  were  disinfested 
of  bed  bugs.  Accounts  were  rendered  in  the  case  of  all  privately 
owned  dwellings  to  cover  the  cost  of  time  and  materials  used. 

In  74  cases  of  infestation  of  house  property  b}^  cockroaches, 
etc.,  advice  and  active  assistance  were  given. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

2,317  visits  and  revisits  were  made  to  houses  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  infectious  disease  enquiries  and  for  the  purpose 
of  disinfection.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses 
disinfected  following  infectious  disease  during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

• • • • 

42 

Diphtheria 

• • • • 

6 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

Dysentery 

• • 

959 

Tuberculosis  . . 

• • • • 

18 

Food  Poisoning 

• • • • 

10 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

1,042 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Etc. 

Twenty- one  inspections  were  carried  out  at  licensed  premises 
and  clubs.  In  many  cases  the  sanitary  accommodation  referred  to 
in  last  year’s  report  has  been  brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Halls 

Twenty-three  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  heating, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation.  Four  informal 
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notices  were  served  and  three  were  complied  with  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 


Rodent  Control 


Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during 
the  financial  year  at  six-monthly  intervals.  The  following  table 
shows  that  of  the  918  manholes  baited  397  gave  evidence  of  rat 
infestation  : — 

SEWERS 


Maintenance  Treatment 
(Year  Ending  31/3/56) 


The  table  overleaf  summarises  the  work  undertaken  during  the 
financial  year.  It  will  be  observed  that  non- agricultural  properties 
inspected  either  as  a result  of  complaints  received  or  in  the  course 
of  normal  daily  routine  showed  231  infestations  by  rats.  Thirteen 
of  these  were  found  to  be  heavy  or  major  infestations  and  218 
minor.  Six  properties  were  found  to  be  seriously  infested  by  mice. 
Altogether  344  properties  affected  by  rat  or  mouse  infestation 
were  treated  during  the  year.  It  will  be  observed  that  more  time 
has  been  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  agricultural  property  in  the 
area,  85  visits  by  the  Rodent  Officer  being  made  in  1955. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Report  for  12  Months  ended  31st  March,  1956. 


Type  op  Property 

N on-Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses  (inc. 
Council 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  and  (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District  (Notes  1 and  2) 

57 

24265 

2290 

26612 

329 

II.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification  . . 

16 

289 

120 

425 



(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

9 

23 

25 

57 

77 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other 
purpose) 



2 

2 

4 



III.  Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  (To  be 
completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available). 

145 

1037 

467 

1649 

85 

IV.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in 
Sect.  II)  which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

(Major 
(a)  Rats  ( 

(Minor 

5 

8 

13 

14 

146 

58 

218 

13 

(Major 
(b)  Mice  ( 

(Minor 

— 

2 

4 

6 

— 

1 

84 

29 

114 

29 

V.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in 
Sect.  IV)  treated  by  the  L.A.  (Figures 
should  NOT  exceed  those  given  at 
Sect.  IV) 

20 

230 

94 

344 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments  (To  be 
completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available). 

31 

246 

113 

390 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Sect. 

4 of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Treatment 





- 

- 

. __ 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

19 

10 

29 

— 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following  the  issue 
of  a notice  under  Sect.  4 of  the  Act 











IX.  Legal  Proceedings  (see  overleaf) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X.  Number  of  “Block”  control  schemes 
carried  out 

2 

4 

11 

17 

— 
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Notes 


Note  1.  With  the  exception  of  agricultural  properties,  a property  means 
one  which  is  entered  separately  in  the  Valuation  Roll  for  the 
area. 


Note  2.  (a)  Premises  used  by  the  L.A.  for  the  purposes  of  trade  should  be 
entered  in  Column  (3). 


(b)  Sewers  should  not  be  included. 

(c)  Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises,  where  occupied  by 
the  same  person,  should  be  regarded  as  business  premises  and 
should  be  entered  in  Column  (3).  Where  the  dwelling  and 
business  parts  of  the  premises  are  in  separate  occupation, 
separate  entries  should  be  made  in  Columns  (2)  and  (3). 

Note  3.  For  the  purpose  of  completing  Sections  II,  IV  and  V,  each 
property  should  be  entered  once  only  in  respect  of  inspections, 
infestations  or  treatments. 


Housing 

A total  of  276  Council  house, s was  inspected  during  the  year 
either  on  the  occasion  of  the  house  becoming  vacant  or  prior  to 
exchange.  The  general  condition  of  the  property  was  invariably 
reported  and  both  the  Surveyor  and  the  Accountant  informed  of 
details  of  disrepair.  A valuable  opportunity  is  given  under  this 
system  of  inspection  prior  to  exchanges  being  confirmed  to 
recommend  refusal  where  a house  is  observed  to  be  wilfully 
neglected  or  verminous.  Colliery  property  in  one  parish  is  also 
subject  to  this  system. 


Thirty-five  requests  in  respect  of  Council  houses  were 
investigated  by  the  District  Inspectors.  Reports  on  the  living 
conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  applicants  were  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  local  members  for  their  information  and  consideration 


Inspections  and  Notices  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1936-54 


Number  of  visits  and  re-visits  . . 954 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  . . 98 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  19 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  . . 55 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Arising  from  police  reports  of  persons  exchanging  toys  for  rags 
to  children  under  the  age  of  14  years  in  contravention  of  Section 
154  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  decided  to  prosecute 
in  one  case  during  the  year.  A fine  was  imposed  upon  the  offender. 
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Factory  Act,  1937 

During  the  year  109  inspections  of  premises  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  made,  principally  in  connection 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  and  in  those  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  not  employed  to  ensure  adequate  lighting, 
ventilation,  heating,  general  cleanliness  and  prevention  of  over- 
crowding in  workrooms. 

Informal  action  to  remedy  defects  was  taken  on  three  occasions 
with  satisfactory  results. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  & 1948 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Meat 

Private  Slaughtering  at  the  19  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  has  proceeded  smoothly  during  the  year  and  where 
necessary  improvements  to  premises  and  facilities  have  been 
sought. 

Perusal  of  the  following  tables  will  show  that  17,963  animals 
have  been  slaughtered  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  district  and  that 
3,094  stones  of  meat  and  edible  offal  were  condemned.  Part  of  this 
was  collected  by  a recognised  salvage  firm  from  the  Cleansing 
Department  at  Murton. 

Other  Foods 

The  inspectors  of  the  department  have  continued  to  issue 
condemnation  certificates  in  support  of  traders’  claims  against 
suppliers.  These  certificates  are  normally  accepted  without 
question  by  the  suppliers. 

During  the  year  484  stones  of  other  foods  were  condemned  a 
decrease  of  113  on  the  figure  of  597  for  the  year  1954. 


Carcases,  Organs  and  Edible  Offal  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year  1955. 


Carcases,  etc. 

Lungs  (Sets) 

Hearts 

Kidneys 

Livers 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Sets, 

Stomachs  and 
Intestines 

Fat 

[Jdders 

Spleen 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Cow 

Ewe 

Sow 

Ox 

Sheep 

Pig 

Abscesses 

lc 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

181 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Actinobacillosis 

7 

Actinomycosis 

3 

Ascaris  . . 

2 

Capillary  Angioma 

5 

Cirrhosis 

426  + 1068 

(Part  Livers) 

72 

Contamination  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cystic  Conditions 

147 

1 

3 

8 

35 

Cysticercus  Bov  is 

3 

3 

Decomposition  . . 

lc 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Distomatosis 

104 

Emaciation  &/or  Oedema 

3 + lc 

lc 

2c 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Johnes  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Mastitis  . . 

8 

17 

Nephritis 

10 

Pericarditis 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

2 

3 

Pleurisy 

1 

14 

14 

1 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

38 

42 

38 

18 

38 

18 

Pyaemia 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Septic  Conditions 

1 + 2c 

lc 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Traumatism 

2c 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis 

8 

1 

1 

286 

138 

9 

138 

9 

1 

37 

146 

130 

69 

16 

1 

10 

1 

7 

1 

9 

Tympanitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"C"  indicates  Casualty  Animal 
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Provisions,  Fish,  etc.,  Condemned  as  being  un  fit  for  Human  Consumption  during  year,  1955 
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Total  weight 

of  Meat  and  Edible  Offal 

condemned 

3,094  sts. 

2 lbs. 

Total  weight 

of  Tinned  Foods,  etc., 

condemned 

483  sts. 

13^  lbs. 

Total  Weight  . . 3,578  sts. 

1 J lbs. 

= 22  tons  7 cwts.  2 sts.  1 \ lbs. 

Weight  of  Meat  and 

Year  ending 

Other  Foods  Condemned 

31st  December 

tons.  cwts.  sts. 

lbs. 

1946 

23  1 0 

5f 

1947 

29  13  0 

H 

1948 

30  3 7 

6| 

1949 

24  18  3 

10| 

1950 

33  3 6 

io| 

1951 

29  4 3 

10 

1952 

23  7 0 

9i 

1953 

23  9 3 

1954 

27  0 7 

13 

1955 

22  7 2 

n 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-1952 

Vehicles  used  for  the  transport  of  carcase  meat  were  frequently 
examined  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  generally  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894-1909 

In  January  notification  was  received  of  a confirmed  case  of 
Anthrax  in  an  animal  at  Old  Shotton.  Steps  were  immediately 
taken  in  conformity  with  the  articles  of  the  Order  for  the  disposal 
of  the  animal  and  the  disinfection  of  the  premises. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954. 

All  animals  were  stunned  and  slaughtered  by  competent 
licensed  slaughtermen  and  all  precautions  taken  to  prevent  any 
unnecessary  suffering  by  the  animals. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  to  persons 
authorising  them  to  slaughter  animals  in  a slaughterhouse  or 
knackers  yard  was  66.  This  figure  included  seven  new  licences 
issued  during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  notifications  in  respect  of  affected  animals  were  received 
during  the  year  under  the  above  Order. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

In  the  rural  district  regular  inspections  continued  to  be  made 
of  all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  stored  for  purposes  of  sale. 
Wherever  it  lias  been  felt  necessary,  district  sanitary  inspectors 
have  urged  traders  to  provide  refrigeration  equipment. 

The  types  of  food  premises  registered,  visited  and  subject  to 
informal  action  during  the  year  are  detailed  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Premises 

Number 

Registered 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied  With 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

58 

93 

19 

18 

Butchers’  Shops 

59 

185 

10 

4 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

140 

243 

2 

2 

Restaurants,  etc. 

Nil 

39 

1 

— 

Other  Food  Prem. 

Nil. 

3347 

18 

18 

Totals 

257 

3907 

50 

42 

Five  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  “The  sale  of 
ice-cream”  under  Section  14  of  the  Act  were  received  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  approved.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
applications,  by  mutual  consent,  were  not  submitted  for  con- 
sideration until  the  shopkeeper  had  discussed  his  proposal  with  the 
inspector  for  the  particular  district  and  satisfied  him  on  the 
arrangements  provided. 

Ice-cream  samples  numbering  120  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  villages  at  which  the  samples  were  collected  and  their  grading 
are  shown  in  table  form.  All  samples  attaining  grades  one  and  two 
are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  It  will  be  observed  from  the  following 
comparison  that  the  steady  improvement  shown  in  recent  years 
has  not  been  fully  maintained,  and  steps  have  been  taken  where 
necessary  to  rectify  this. 
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No.  of  samples 

No. 

Percentage 

Year 

taken 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

1950 

155 

127 

82% 

1951 

163 

145 

89% 

1952 

136 

126 

93% 

1953 

132 

129 

98% 

1954 

143 

135 

94% 

1955 

120 

111 

92% 

(All  samples  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test) 


An  additional  27  samples  of  ice-cream  manufactured  within  the 
rural  district  were  collected  for  fat  analysis  and  examined  by 
Mr.  W.  Gordon  Carey,  Public  Analyst,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Two  of  these  were  found  to  be  below  the  required  standard  and 
the  facts  were  reported  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

New  legislation,  i.e.  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  will  come 
into  operation  on  1st  January,  1956. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING— YEAR  1955 
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Milk  Supply — Supervision 

Regular  inspections  of  dairies  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
sanitary  inspectors  and  any  infringements  of  the  Regulations 
have  been  reported  to  those  concerned. 

Milk  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year 
totalled  341  consisting  of  14  samples  of  raw  milk  which  were 
tested  for  keeping  quality  and  cleanliness,  and  327  samples  of 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  which  were  subjected  to  additional  tests 
designed  to  establish  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment. 

On  three  occasions  when  raw  milk  samples  failed  to  satisfy 
the  prescribed  tests  and  the  District  Inspectors  reported  favour- 
ably on  the  distributors’  premises  and  methods,  copies  of  the 
bacteriologist’s  reports  were  forwarded  for  information  to  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

All  results  received  from  pasteurised  milk  samples  were 
satisfactor}^. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  215  inspections  of  distributors 
premises  were  made. 


341  samples  of  raw  and  heat  treated  milk  were  taken  for  examination  during  1955,  with  the  following  results  : 
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Biological  Examin- 
ation for  Tuberculsosis 

GApTSOJ  % 

1 1 1 1 1 

OATSnpUOOUJ 

1 1 1 1 1 

QAICpSOJ 

1 1 1 1 1 

GAT^Sa^ 

1 1 1 1 1 

Turbidity 

Test 

QAI^TSOJ  % 

1 1 1 1 1 

OAisnpuoouj 

1 1 1 1 1 

GAI^ISO^ 

1 1 1 1 1 

0Al^ug9]sJ 

1 1 1 I 2 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Xjo^o'ejsi^'Rsufi  % 

1 1 1 1 1 

qa  isnpuoou  J 

III!! 

v£jOpi3JSI  jesUf^ 

I 1 1 1 1 

Xiop'ejsi^'Bg 

113 

44 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

£lO}013JSip3SUft  % 

25-0 

GAISnpUOOUJ 

1 1 1 I 1 

^JO^O'BJSI^USUfjL 

1 " 1 1 1 

^JO'^O'BJST^Bg 

2 

9 

113 

44 

U9TUX  SQjdUTBg 

J°  '°N 

2 

12 

226 

88 

13 

Ungraded  Milk 

T.T.  Milk 

Pasteurised  Milk 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk 

Sterilised  Milk 
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HOUSING,  WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE 

(Contributed  by  the  Enoineer  and  Surveyor) 


Housing 

The  construction  of  new  houses  in  the  district  continued 
satisfactorily  during  1955,  and  the  supplies  of  building  materials 
were  sufficient  to  maintain  steady  building  progress. 

A total  of  144  traditional  houses  were  completed  during  the 
year,  and  the  total  of  houses  completed  since  the  end  of  the  war 
was  2,246  making  the  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the 
Council  6952. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  150  houses  to  replace  families 
living  in  slum  clearance  areas  which  were  actually  confirmed 
immediately  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  has  now  been  com- 
pleted, with  the  exception  of  3 houses  at  South  Hetton,  which  will 
be  built  during  1956. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  186  houses  to  replace  families 
living  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas  at  Cornwall,  Murton,  has  now 
commenced,  and  should  be  completed  during  1956. 


Murton  1914  Conversion  Scheme 

Approval  was  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  November  1951,  to  the  improvement  of  102  houses 
at  Murton  under  the  1949  Housing  Act,  and  18  houses  have  been 
completed  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  73  houses  completed 
to-date. 

Range  Renewal  and  Improvement  Programme 

Approval  was  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  July  1953,  to  a Range  Renewal  and  Improvement 
Programme  to  1620  pre-war  houses.  Additional  approvals  have 
also  been  granted  to  a further  378  dwellings,  making  a final  total 
of  1998  dwellings  to  be  included  in  the  programme.  Work  has 
continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  when  440  improve- 
ments were  completed,  bringing  the  grand  total  completed  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  to  280  range  renewals  and  726  improvements. 

Housing  Maintenance 

A total  of  21,307  pre-war  housing  and  11,135  post-war  housing 
repairs  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  with  mains  supply  from  standpipes  in  the 


various  districts  are  as  follows  : — 

Castle  Eden  . . . . . . Nil. 

Haswell  . . . . . . . . 8 

South  Hetton  . . . . . . 114 

Hutton  H enry  . . . . . . 14 

Station  Town  . . . . . . 1 

Sheraton  and  Hulam  . . . . Nil. 

Nesbitt  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Thornley  . . . . . . . . 12 

Wingate  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Wheatley  Hill  . . . . . . 6 

Trimdon  . . . . . . . . Nil. 


Reservoirs 

Daily  inspections  were  made  of  the  two  service  reservoirs 
owned  by  this  Council,  one  at  Thornley — capacity  750,000  gallons, 
and  the  other  at  Haswell — capacity  148,200  gallons.  Graph 
records  were'  made  of  the  daily  levels  and  records  of  the  quantit}^ 
of  water  pumped  daily  at  the  New  Winning  Reservoir.  Sites  were 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory  and  the  usual  hedge  trimming 
and  grass  cutting  carried  out  on  both  sites. 

Haswell  Reservoir  was  emptied  and  thoroughly  cleaned  out  on 
the  13th  September,  1955  ; all  the  staff  employed  on  this  work 
before  being  allowed  to  enter  the  Reservoir,  were  subject  to  blood 
tests  arranged  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Waste  Prevention 

In  the  Council’s  supply  area,  a regular  routine  inspection  of 
domestic  fittings  was  carried  out  on  all  properties,  and  included 
the  free  rewashering  of  taps  and  ball  taps.  Stop  valves,  hydrant 
points,  pipe  tracks,  etc.,  were  regularly  checked.  The  general 
position  concerning  waste  water  was  satisfactory. 

District  Meters 

Fourteen  meters  were  read  fortnightly  and  consumption 
recorded. 

Quarterly  Meters 

A survey  was  made  on  farming  properties  which  were  on  open 
water  supply  and  charged  bv  R.V.  Assessment,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  majority  of  farms  have  now  been  modernised  with  milk 
cooling  apparatus,  drinking  bowls,  supplies  to  troughs,  etc.  As  a 
result  of  this  survey  the  Council  decided  that  such  premises  be 
transferred  to  metered  supplies  and  most  of  the  farms  visited  were 
dealt  with  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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19  additional  meters  were  installed  during  the  year,  bringing 
the  total  to  188,  of  these  174  are  the  property  of  this  Council  and 
are  supplied  on  a rental  basis. 

New  Work 

For  further  housing  development  in  the  Wheatley  Hill,  Hutton 
Henry,  Deaf  Hill  and  Horden  areas,  the  following  mains  were 
laid  : — 

Wheatley  Hill  180  yds.  3 in.  main  with  lead  connections  to 

the  curtilage  of  property. 

Hutton  Henry  100  yds.  4 in.  main  with  lead  connections  to 

the  curtilage  of  property. 

Deaf  Hill  100  yds.  2 in.  main. 

63  yds.  1 in.  W.I.  Submain 
17  yds.  £ in.  Lead  Submain  with  lead 
connections  to  curtilage  of  property. 

Horden  300  yds.  3 in.  main  with  lead  connections  to 

curtilage  of  property. 

Maintenance  of  Mains 

Prior  to  the  County  Council  making  up  the  back  streets  of 
Station  Road  and  St.  Aidans  Terrace,  Trimdon,  an  inspection  was 
made  of  the  existing  2 in.  water  main  which  was  found  to  be  in  a 
poor  condition.  As  a result  it  was  necessary  to  relay  109  lineal 
yards  of  main  3 in.  diameter  complete  with  connections  to  existing 
service  pipes. 

Throughout  the  area  several  minor  main  fractures  were  repaired 
and  sub-mains  renewed. 

Soft  Water  Distribution 

There  was  no  change  in  the  area,  the  villages  deriving  benefit 
of  the  blended  water  through  the  introduction  of  the  Burnhope 
Pipe  Line  into  this  area  being  : — Murton,  South  Hetton,  Easington, 
Dalton-le-Dale. 

The  southern  area  covering  the  largest  portion  of  this  Council’s 
water  distribution  is  still  hard,  being  drawn  from  the  Magnesium 
Limestone  Band  at  the  New  Winning. 

Sewerage 

South  Hetton.  Flooding  at  Ambleside,  South  Hetton,  during 
times  of  storm,  was  obviated  by  the  installation  of  two  extra 
gulleys  and  approximately  20  yards  of  6 in.  diameter  pipes. 
Easington  and  Horden.  Tidal  erosion  in  the  areas  where  the 
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two  main  outfall  sewers  discharge  to  the  sea,  caused  under- 
mining of  the  cast  iron  pipes.  By  a system  of  hand  packing 
bags  of  quick  setting  cement  fondu,  secured  with  iron  stays, 
this  work  was  satisfactorily  completed  during  the  early  morning 
tides. 

Monk  Hesleden.  Continual  flooding  and  fouling  the  area 
around  Aspatria  Avenue  during  times  of  storm  was  obviated 
by  the  installation  of  two  heavy  type  pattern  gulleys  being 
installed  and  connected  to  the  existing  15  in.  surface  water 
sewer. 

The  property  in  the  Fillpoke  Lane  area  which  previously 
drained  to  a septic  tank,  creating  public  nuisance,  has  now 
been  connected  to  the  Lime  Kiln  Gill  outfall  sewer,  incorporating 
the  laying  of  339  ft.  of  6 in.  G.  E.  pipes  and  3 manholes. 

Horden.  Subsidence  caused  the  fracture  of  a 50  yards  length 
of  6 in.  sewer  in  the  Springwell  Buildings  area,  creating  con- 
siderable flooding.  This  length  was  relaid. 

General 

The  general  maintenance  of  all  main  sewers,  pumping  stations, 
sewage  disposal  works,  culverts,  etc.,  has  received  attention, 
although,  due  to  the  continual  trend  in  development,  generally, 
comprehensive  schemes  are  now  being  prepared  to  serve  these 
development  areas. 

Bus  Shelters 

The  Council  approved  a scheme  for  the  erection  of  Bus  Shelters 
throughout  the  area,  in  conjunction  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Parish  Councils.  The  scheme,  which  is  being  phased  over  a number 
of  years,  enables  each  Parish  or  Ward  to  have  an  allocation  of 
Bus  Shelters  according  to  the  annual  financial  allotment  of 
expenditure.  During  the  year  26  Bus  Shelters  were  erected — 
Haswell  Plough,  South  Hetton,  Hawthorn,  Horden,  Monk 
Hesleden,  Castle  Eden,  Seaton,  Wingate,  Deaf  Hill,  Shotton,  Cold 
Hesledon,  Station  Town,  Hutton  Hemy  and  Dalton-le-Dale. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(Contributed  by  the  Cleansing  Superintendent) 

Collection  of  Household  Refuse 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  all  complaints  received  immediate  attention. 
Almost  the  whole  of  the  district  received  a twice  weekly  collection 
and  working  arrangements  during  inclement  weather  have  oper- 
ated throughout  the  year  with  minimum  delays. 

From  the  26,941  houses,  other  buildings  and  dwellings  in  the 
district  2,479,577  collections  were  made.  This  represents  an 
average  of  47,684  collections  per  week.  Tonnage  during  this  period 
amounted  to  96,314  tons,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
18,975  tons. 

Twenty-four  cleansing  vehicles  travelled  126,826  miles  using 
26,450  gallons  of  petrol. 

Although  workmen’s  wages  increased,  the  cost  of  collection  was 
reduced  by  l/9d.  per  ton  and  disposal  by  5fd.  per  ton. 

Every  credit  is  due  to  the  Foremen  and  Workmen  in  the 
department  for  their  part  in  keeping  the  district  reasonably 
serviced  during  the  long  and  severe  winter. 

Disposal  Areas 

All  disposal  areas  are  being  worked  by  the  semi-controlled 
method,  and  although  occasional  fires  occurred  no  great  expense 
has  been  necessary  to  abate  this  nuisance. 

Dust  Bins 

During  the  year  417  private  dust  bins  have  been  sold,  and  862 
supplied  to  Council  House  tenants. 

Public  Conveniences 

Three  new  conveniences  have  been  erected  during  the  year, 
making  a total  of  twenty-three  in  the  district  cleansed  daily  by 
this  department. 

Trade  Refuse 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  during  normal  rounds  and  quarterly 
accounts  submitted.  The  charge  of  7d.  per  bin  or  its  equivalent  is 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  bins  or  quantity.  Eighty-six  trades- 
people throughout  the  district  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
service  bringing  in  a total  of  £206  5s.  2d. 
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Salvage 

568|  tons  of  Waste  Paper  was  sold  bringing  in  the  revenue  of 
£5,200.  Other  materials  salvaged  included  70  tons  of  Metals  and 
Textiles  and  2,284  gross  Bottles  and  Jars.  The  total  salvage 
revenue  amounting  to  £6,408. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  Officials  and  Staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 


William  Barlow  & Son,  Ltd., 
West  Hartlepool 


